from sensitive to resistant for teicoplanin by the automated BDXpert system in accordance with rule 1099 of that system was observed (1) . Rule 1099 under the expert trigger rules states that "E. casseliflavus or E. gallinarum is intrinsically low-level resistant to vancomycin and teicoplanin (VanC)," and because of the identified bacteria, the exchange for teicoplanin from sensitive to resistant was made following this rule.
Resistance to teicoplanin in Enterococcus species is often seen in E. faecalis and E. faecium strains due to the vanA gene. Identification and antibiotic susceptibility tests for both of the two isolated strains were repeated in order to prevent any misidentifications, but there was not any change in the results. Antimicrobial testing of teicoplanin by use of the Kirby-Bauer disc diffusion method was performed on both of the isolated strains, and they were both detected as sensitive to teicoplanin.
E. casseliflavus and E. gallinarum strains have the chromosomal nontransferable vanC gene, and they are intrinsically low-level resistant to vancomycin; however, they are sensitive to teicoplanin. Researchers in clinical microbiology laboratories using automated systems for antimicrobial susceptibility tests should be aware of this situation, and the result needs to be verified using a reference method before reporting the isolate as resistant to teicoplanin.
